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Part I – Identification Information  

 

Submission Identifier Code:  TA09-054  
Full Title for Entry:            Zachrenu - Remember Us 
Entry Category:  FJMC Program – Yom HaShoah Yellow 

Candle Remembrance Program 
Contact Persons to be listed on Torch Award CD: George Marcus-Past President 
Email address to be listed on Torch Award CD:     mensclub@tsinai.com  
Club number & Club name:  #551 Temple Sinai Men’s Club  
Number of club members:   131 
Synagogue name, city, and state: Temple Sinai, Dresher, PA  
Club President Name (at time of entry):   Paul Bratt 
Club President Name (at time of convention):  Paul Bratt  
Person preparing entry:   George Marcus 
Email address of person preparing entry:   gmarcus1943@comcast.net 
Date of entry submission:   March 29, 2009 

 
 
Part II – Summary Information  

 
Realizing that the voices of the Survivors of the Holocaust soon will no 
longer be heard, the Men’s Club helped produce and distribute a DVD and 
curriculum featuring pre-B’nai Mitzvah students interviewing three Survivors 
and one Liberator.  This DVD is a tool to teach the lessons of the Holocaust 
to students. 
 
The DVD will be given to celebrants on the day of their B’nai Mitzvah and we 
will also provide the DVD at no cost to any schools (public and parochial)  or 
religious institutions so they can benefit from this teaching tool.  If other 
Men’s Clubs or synagogues wish it for mass distribution, it is available at a 
modest cost.  
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The challenge is for other Men’s Clubs and Synagogues to hear and record 
the voices of their Survivors, so they will be remembered.    

 
 

Part III – Self Assessment of Entry 
 

1. Explain presentation and documentation completeness   
This document will summarize the process of having students learn about 
the Holocaust and formulate their own questions for Survivors during a 
recorded interview.  The final DVD fully demonstrates how well this process 
worked. 

2. Achievements of program goals, publicity, marketing, and advanced planning 
The goal was the recording of a DVD entitled Zachrenu - Remember Us, 

which was produced by Men’s Club members in conjunction with The Temple 
Sinai Holocaust Education Committee and the Jewish Federation of 
Philadelphia-Bux Mont Kehillah.  The project has been publicized in the 
Jewish press and the local press, as well as our Men’s Club and Synagogue 
web sites.  It took 9 months of planning. 

3. How does the program enhance the image of FJMC, region and/or your club  
This is a ground breaking project, as pre-B’nai Mitzvah students had not 
previously been used as interviewers.  It enhances the image of the FJMC 
and has shown the initiative of the club.  Our DVD will be distributed to 
schools (public and parochial) and religious institutions around the country 
to increase Holocaust awareness. 

4. Include information so other clubs can use this program 
Viewing the DVD should enable other clubs to understand the process of first 
educating the students and then interviewing Holocaust Survivors.  If making 
their own DVD is not possible, just including this DVD in their Holocaust 
programming will help other clubs. 

5. What is the program’s value in club building – number of named members 
participating vs. club size and synagogue size   
The Club’s participation in this project has shown the initiative of the club 
and brought several new members.  Twelve to fifteen members (of the 131 
club members) participated.  Congregation size is about 500 families.  

6. Identification of source of program or practice and description of unique aspects.  
Help us understand where it came from.  
The photo on the FJMC Yellow Candles shows youngsters departing a 
concentration camp and emphasizes the importance of teaching our youth 
the lessons of the Holocaust and of remembering the six Million.  This 
program not only teaches our youth, but through their questioning, teaches 
us. 

7. Identification of this program as an adaption of previous Torch Award entry or other 
program.  Awards will be given for implementations that are particularly effective.  
The original sources of the programs will be most pleased to know that their efforts 
have borne fruit.    
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While this program is not an adaptation of an existing Torch Award, it 
certainly is a supplemental program for the Yom HaShoah – Yellow Candle 
Remembrance Program. 
 

Part IV – Entry Document 
 

Realizing that the voices of the Survivors of the Holocaust soon will no 
longer be heard, the Men’s Club helped produce and distribute a DVD and 
curriculum featuring pre B’nai Mitzvah students interviewing three Holocaust 
Survivors and one Liberator.   
This nine month project began with a Holocaust curriculum in our Religious 
School where B’nai Mitzvah students read several books on the Holocaust.  
They studied and wrote a timeline of the Second World War from the 
Nuremberg Laws to the war’s conclusion and then formulated questions to 
ask synagogue members who were Holocaust Survivors. 
This ground breaking approach for using pre-B’nai Mitzvah students as 
interviewers, makes it easier to teach the lessons of the Holocaust to 
students.  The resulting record of these discussions, the DVD entitled 
Zachrenu - Remember Us, covers the gamut of their studies and questions, 
and facilitates teaching the Holocaust to others, even by those not familiar 
with the subject. 
Produced by Men’s Club members, in conjunction with The Temple Sinai 
Holocaust Education Committee and The Jewish Federation of Philadelphia-
Bux Mont Kehillah, the Club is also active in the funding of the curriculum 
and distribution costs of the DVD.  At Temple Sinai, the DVD will be given to 
celebrants on the day of their B’nai Mitzvah.  We will also provide the DVD at 
no cost to any schools (public and parochial) or religious institutions, so they 
can benefit from this teaching tool.  If other Men’s Clubs or synagogues wish 
it for mass distribution, it is available at a modest cost.   
The goal of this DVD is to teach and to challenge other Men’s Clubs and 
Synagogues to emulate this concept in their congregation - to hear and 
record the voices of their Survivors, so they will be remembered. 

 














