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Section 1: Title 
 
Club Name:         _Congregation Beth Shalom Men’s Club 
Current Contact:  _Larry Grossman__________________ 
Program Name:  Men’s Club Shabbat 
 
Section 2: Contact information 
Person completing form 
First Name:    __Larry___________________ 
Last Name:     ___Grossman______________ 
E-Mail:     _larrydgrossman@gmail.com____________ 
 
Club President at time of Convention 
First Name:    ___Scott_________________ 
Last Name:     ___Rogoff_______________ 
E-Mail:     ______rogofflaw@gmail.com_____ 
 
Current Club Co-Presidents 
First Name:    __Larry/Raymond___________ 
Last Name:     __Grossman/Rokni_______ 
E-Mail:     _____larrydgrossman@gmail.com  
 
Section 3: Category 
 
▓ Men's Club Shabbat  
 
Section 4: Program overview 
 
Brief Summary  
 
Men’s Club Shabbat at Congregation Beth Shalom has been a Friday night event since its inception 
decades ago. Both attendance and participation had declined in past years to a point at which about 
25 members participated and the audience was less than 100.  In 2015, we reinvented the experience 
for Saturday morning and were able to involve 60 members in the service that was shared with over 
350 attendees. 
 
Men’s Club Shabbat on Friday evenings was a tradition. The service had a creative theme and 
members would do thematic readings between the requisite prayers. Our Men’s Club Choir would 
do a number of songs in support of that theme and it was a very stylized experience.  The less 
formal nature of Friday night allowed for taking some license and it was a fun service for many 
years when Friday night was a significant event.  However, lifestyles changed, the Conservative 
movement placed greater emphasis on Saturday mornings and it became increasingly difficult to 
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come up with new themes and the general support amongst the Club members waned, despite the 
fact that we always presented our Kavod Award honoree during the service. (The Kavod Award is 
our highest honor and it goes to a man who has demonstrated extraordinary service to Men’s Club, 
Congregation Beth Shalom and our community at large. This year we presented our 42nd award.) 
 
At the same time many of our longtime members and Past Presidents were resistant to change. We 
did some research and found that we were one of the few clubs still on Friday nights. We also had 
multiple discussions with our Board and our Past Presidents and clergy. The overwhelming 
feedback we received from our younger members was that they simply were unavailable on Friday 
nights, but they could and would participate on Saturday and they would include their families. 
 
Against this backdrop we decided it was in the best interests of the club to move to Saturday. 
 
We established the following objectives: 
• Men’s Club had to “own” the event. This means that we would not merely participate in a few 

parts of the service, but rather we would run virtually the entire service, with the specific 
exceptions of Mi Shaberach and Kaddish which had to be done by clergy. 

• We wanted maximum participation across all generations. This meant engaging and involving 
many members. 

• We wanted to appropriately honor and recognize past Kavod honorees and Past Presidents. 
• Establish a true presence in the ritual aspect of the congregation. We have a strong presence in 

community activities, social action and social events, but we also wanted to demonstrate the 
ability of many Men’s Club members ritual acumen. 

• We wanted to challenge our members to expand upon their ritual experience by learning and 
leading elements of the service they had never previously done. 

• We wanted Men’s Club Choir to enhanced the experience with beautiful renditions of prayers 
and special arrangements 

 
We achieved all of these objectives: 
• Sixty Men’s Club members participated in the service. As it happened, our March 21 date 

coincided with Vayikra and Rosh Chodesh. This means that we had three Torahs being used. 
The service also included Hallel and numerous other special prayers. 

• We also used the Harvey R. Gold Sefer Haftarah, which was initiated and dedicated by our 
Men’s Club through the FJMC program. 

• Attendance was over 350 people who enthusiastically participated 
• Examples of particularly meaningful assignments: 

• Men’s Club Prayer read by our first Kavod honoree, who received it 41 years ago. 
• Prayer for armed forces of Israel by head of synagogue Israel Committee whose son is a 

former IDF Special Forces soldier 
• 12 Past Presidents carried Torahs or had aliyot 
• 14 Kavod honorees had parts 
• 2 men read Torah for the first time 
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• Shachrit was lead by a member for his first time 
 
We were able to accomplish all of our goals beyond expectations and hopes for a truly meaningful 
ritual experience. 
 

Program Tasks Committee/Assignee Due Date 

Lay out the entire service on 
spreadsheet 

Ritual Programming 
VP 

4 months prior 

Get clergy approval of service plan Ritual Programming 
VP 

4 months out 

Recruit for most preparation 
intensive elements: Torah readers, 
Haftorah reader(s)  

Ritual Programming 
VP & Exec Board 

3 months out 

Reach out to all Past Presidents & 
Kavod honorees to enlist 
participation 

President 3 months out 

Fill in parts with Board and members 
at large 

Ritual Programming 
VP 

2-3 months 

Finalize parts  Ritual Programming 
VP 

1 month  

Prepare brochure with requisite 
elements from regular Shabbat 
brochure and listing of participants 
and parts (copy attached) 

Ritual Programming 
committee 

1 month 

Choir practice Choir & Leader Ongoing 

Practice run-through Everyone Thursday night 
prior 

 
Section 5: Certification 
 
I certify that my club has not won a Gold Torch Award for essentially the same program in a 
previous year.   (Previous silver and bronze winners in this category that submit an enhanced 
application only qualify to be considered for a Gold Torch award.) 
Certification: Initials:  _LDG___ 
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Section 6: Pictures 
 
Photo of the choir rehearsal, otherwise the event was on Shabbat so we do not have photos 
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Section 7: Video 
 
NA due to Shabbat  
 


