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                       March 13,2021

HEARING MEN’S VOICES: FROM HEBREW SCHOOL TO THE PRESENT

This HMVV will explore how experiences such as Hebrew School, Youth Group, Summer Camp, etc. shaped your Jewish Journey. Share your experiences, both positive and negative and your suggestions about what could be changed or improved going forward.

Reminder: As in all HMV sessions, what is said in this room stays here. This is a safe place to express your feelings and emotions. We are asking you to speak from your heart.

After getting started, we will break into small groups with a facilitator. He will tell you if there are any specific rules for how the room will operate. See below for general rules for HMV sessions

Finally, please keep your comments concise so that everyone has a chance to speak. 

Participation with Integrity
(Rules for Every HMV)
 
1. I will listen and not act defensively. (I cannot hear with my mouth open.)
2. I will not give advice, complain, explain, intellectualize, rationalize, make excuses or protect. I speak from my heart, not from my head.
3. I will be specific, speak for myself and stay on the subject.
4. I will share from my own experiences. I will express myself to others.
5. I will stay out of my ego as much as I can.
6. I have a personal obligation to make this seminar go.
7. I will not take comments personally
8. What goes on in this session, stays in this session.

Additional Rules for HMV by Zoom:

9. Enable your video so that the other participants can see you.
10. Be sure to login under your actual full name. Guys aren't going to want to express themselves candidly with "Sara's iPad." If necessary "Rename" yourself. If you need help, the host can do it for you.
11. Ensure that no one else is in the room with you during the session.
12. Everyone will be muted until they are called upon to speak.



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: (you may want to read them all first or address one at a time-up to you!)

1 Did you attend Hebrew/Religious School? Tell us about your experience 
(follow up questions could include-
how many days a week did you attend?
What was the main focus of your education? 
Reading Hebrew? 
Prayer? 
History? 
Israel? 
Bar Mitzvah prep?
2. What experience was the primary influence in your practice and experience of Judaism today? (follow up prompting could include-parents? 
Hebrew School? 
Someone outside of your immediate family, relative or other?
Summer Camp? 
USY? 
Your spouse? 
Adult experiences such as education?
3. What do you wish that you HAD learned in Hebrew school?
4. If you have children or grandchildren are you aware of how they are obtaining Jewish education? Do you have any input on that? If you did what would you advocate?
5. What would you like to see Jewish education look like now and in the future? What would you like to see the curriculum include, emphasize? cut? 
6. What have we learned from our time under Covid that we want to remember as the world starts to come out from the pandemic that would be relevant for Jewish education?
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