Humor in Today’s World
A Hearing Men’s Voices Discussion by Al Davis
INTRODUCTION:  Humor has existed throughout man’s existence on the planet and it would be difficult to imagine life without it. Beyond being a great source of entertainment, we use humor for many other things.  For example, as a coping mechanism - there is no doubt Jews have been perennial masters of “gallows humor” just saying the word “Inquisition” leads most of us to - anybody? at least hum the Mel Brooks’ song.  Humor is also used as a  teaching tool - it helps to make a lecture more interesting,  as a way of diffusing hostility and other difficult situations, increasing energy, reducing anxiety, and getting folks to like us better (or, at least regard us in a more positive light.
But humor can also have a negative aspect.  Often, time and place are everything.  What my buddy thinks is funny in the locker room would not be quite as funny to my wife.  And certainly even less so at work.  What might have been intended as a light hearted joke could lead to a visit to human resources or even a lawsuit.  What was thought to be a gentle ribbing could lead to serious mental anguish.  In today’s world, many things that were once funny are not. There are disclaimers before many movies including, of course, Blazing Saddles.  However, that disclaimer is a short discussion about what was going on in the world at the time when the movie was being made, how enlightened the two main characters were and what they brought to the rest of the characters, and, that, “jokes can tackle every sensitive subject.”  Perhaps they can, but it often takes just the right touch to do so.  And without that “right touch” it can lead to a very undesirable result.
In this session, we are going to talk about humor, especially as it relates to the world around us.
Before we get started, I’m going to do a quick review of the Rules that apply to all HMV sessions:
BRIEF RULES:
1. Our goal is to have an open discussion where everyone’s opinion is respected, not criticized.  Conversation is encouraged, confrontation is not. 
2. The conversation can be of a rather personal nature, so please respect everyone’s privacy by agreeing that all comments made in this space stay in this space - what’s said here, stays here.
3. Please discuss only your own opinion from your own experiences.
4. Please allow others time to speak as well and don’t interrupt.
5. My role as facilitator is to keep the conversation on track, as well as to do my best to ensure everyone has an opportunity to speak. In that role, it may be needed to gently interrupt, or redirect someone. Please try to be understanding.
ADDITIONAL RULES FOR VIRTUAL HMVS
6. Enable your video so that the other participants can see you.
7. Be sure to login under your actual full name. Guys aren't going to want to express themselves candidly with "Sara's iPad." If necessary, "Rename" yourself. If you need help, the host can do it for you.
8. Ensure that no one else is in the room with you during the session.
9. Try to be in a quiet environment or keep yourself muted until it is your turn to talk. 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION (these can be used in any order):
· What makes a situation or comment humorous, or if you will, funny?
· Is humor colored by perception? 
· If so, how?
· What kinds of jokes do you remember hearing or telling as a child? 
· Did anything change as you entered your college years? 
· Adulthood?
· Was ethnic humor tolerated in your circles? 
· Off-color jokes? 
· Did you feel that it was okay to share such humor at the time.
· What about Jewish Jokes?  
· Are they OK to tell because we are Jewish?
· Remember the Seinfeld with the dentist that converted?  
· Was it OK for him to tell Jewish jokes?
· It has been said that humor was a lot meaner, sexually graphic, and political from the mid-sixties until after 9/11. How would you respond to that?
· Was it safe, possibly even desirable, once upon a time to bring humor into the
 classroom? 
· The workplace?
· The synagogue?
· How hard is it for you to “bite your tongue” when you know something funny might not be offensive?
· How much of a risk are you willing to take in the name of humor?
· Better safe than sorry?
· Is humor the same today as it was years ago? 
· What has changed? 
· What hasn’t?
· Aren’t some things timeless?
· Like what?
· Do you ever watch something you used to think was funny but no longer do?
· Ever thought about why that was?
· Can you think of some of the older TV shows that you thought were really funny
· But maybe not so much anymore
· Is it because the humor didn’t age well?
· Changes in society?
· Changes in yourself?
· The sophistication, or lack thereof, of the humor?
· Is it okay for a stage comedian to do racial, ethnic, or gender humor on stage today?
· How would you react to it?
· What if you were on a date and they felt differently?
