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Four Things You Can

Do to Fight Antisemitism
Right Now

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to the
fight against antisemitism and hate. At this moment,
as conflict escalates between Israel and the Iranian
regime, and following the attacks in Washington D.C.
and Boulder, Colorado, we must take action together.

ADL has historically tracked higher levels of antisemitic incidents
during periods of military conflict involving Israel. In May of 2021,
ADL tracked a spike in incidents coinciding with the military
conflict between Israel and Hamas.

We need you, our most important ADL leaders, to work with us
and push back against this wave of antisemitism at this critical
moment. You are our most trusted partners with the power to
combat antisemitism right in your own community. Your voice
carries weight, your influence opens doors, and your commitment
drives real change. This toolkit, developed just for our ADL
leaders, includes actions you can take to challenge antisemitism in your community right now. Take
these actions with us to stand up to hate and strengthen our communities, and share them with your
networks to multiply our impact.

Call Your Governor and Urge That They Take Action

Your voice matters. In just a quick phone call, you can tell E E Take
. . . -
your Governor to do everything in their power to keep the '-_I Action
Jewish community safe in the face of rising antisemitism
during the escalating conflict between Israel and Iran. E Now
4
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Get Trained to Meet with Your Elected Officials

Meeting with your elected officials is one of the most .
powerful ways you can make a difference in the fight E E
against antisemitism in your hometown and beyond. — n
Sign up here for future advocacy opportunities, such as ‘-
training to receive information and tools needed to meet
independently with your state lawmakers. Click here to sign E
up for in-district lobby days this summer.

Sign Up
Today

Host an Interfaith Shabbat Dinner

Connections and conversation are some of the best ways to

build bridges of understanding between communities. Make "

your Shabbat table a launch pad for meaningful change. E | E Read the
Invite a local elected official or a partner organization to -'_' Shabbat
dinner—at your home, with your synagogue, or alongside Dinner
your community. Use this One Table resource to plan an E Guide
evening that inspires meaningful dialogue and encourages |"

others to take action.

Post on Social Media

Share the graphics and copy below on your social media

platforms to show your support and encourage others to Vlev_v our
speak out against antisemitism and hate! Social
Media
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We urgently need the leading exporter SAND WITH

our friends to stand of antisemitism and
up and speak out. R JEWISH

Share How
You Took
Action!

terrorism globally.

ADL ADL ADL

| stand with the Jewish
community in defending

against the Iran regime. Iran
is the greatest global exporter
of antisemitism. Anti-Jewish
hate is rising, and we must
rise against it. Silence is not
an option. Stand up, speak
out, and take action against
hatred. Together, we can
protect Jewish communities
and build a future rooted

in safety, strength, and
solidarity. Join @ADL in
#FightingHateForGood

Your voice matters, whether
you are Jewish or not. With
a quick phone call, you can
urge your Governor to do
everything in their power to
keep the Jewish community
safe in the face of rising
antisemitism during this
global conflict. Join @ADL
and act now: https://action.
adl.org/a/governor-call-
257?sourceid=1103968.

We want your feedback!
Once you've taken action,
let us know.




Is the ADL right to narrow its mission to focus more on protecting Jews?

Is the Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
right to narrow its mission to focus
more on protecting Jews? No. You
can’t fight hatred in isolation. Hatreds
and prejudices are bound up together.
[n the Tree of Life synagogue massacre
in Pittsburgh, PA, Jews were killed by
a gunman whose motives were a mix of
antisemitism and xenophobia.

We often think of Jews as the canaries
in the coal mine—when they come after
Jews, then others are rarely far behind.
Today, there are also other coal mines
with their own canaries: undocument-
ed workers, LGBTQ people and others.
If we don’t stand with those targeted
groups and defend their rights now, who
will stand with us when the antisemites
in and around the Trump administration
come directly for us?

It’s perfectly legitimate for the ADL
to decide that it’s going to focus narrow-
ly on protecting Jews. I just don’t agree
with it as a strategy. I think it will ulti-
mately fail because Jews do not live in
a vacuum in this country. I also wonder
how that strategy jibes with times when
the ADL has failed to call out and con-
test blatant antisemitism promoted and
normalized by this administration. You
can’t pick and choose which antisemitic
behavior you condemn. You have to have
principles and stick to them.

Has the ADLs past work made a sig-
nificant difference on civil rights is-
sues? Yes. It’s been critical—for Amer-
ican democracy and for Jewish safety.
They go hand in hand. The ADLs abil-
ity to form coalitions with like-minded
organizations, with other minorities
and with disadvantaged groups and
civil rights and civil liberties groups,
has been crucial to all Americans fight-
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JONATHAN JACOBY

even very harsh condemnation of Israel
itself, with antisemitism. That’s just not
true. And that kind of sensationalizing
amounts to a weaponization that de-
grades truth-telling and ultimately un-
dermines our ability to make good deci-
sions about policy and relationships.

What pressured the ADL to shift fo-
cus? [ can’t guess the thinking behind
their decision, but if its a tactic for re-
sponding to pressure from the Trump
administration, then what’s the evidence
that it will work® Does the ADL think
that the Trump administration will leave
Jews out when it attacks others who stand
up for civil rights, for immigrants or for
free speech? Will it make an exception for
Jews? It is risky to try to carve out a safe
space for Jews while leaving targets on the
backs of other American communities.

What does the future of the fight
against antisemitism look like? The
fight against antisemitism now is inte-
grally connected to the fight against au-
thoritarianism. It’s as simple as that. Au-
thoritarianism threatens Jews. Anything
that weakens democracy weakens Jewish
safety. Upholding the Constitution, pro-
tecting academic freedom, civil discourse,
civil rights, these are all strategies for
fighting antisemitism. The alternative is a
path where we give in to authoritarianism,
where we take ourselves out of coalitions
or allow ourselves to be left out of them.
Those are both bad outcomes. If we go
down that path, then perhaps we ought to
consult with Hungarian Jews about what
its like to live as a persecuted minority in
an authoritarian regime.

Jonathan Facoby is president and national
director of the Nexus Project.
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Is the Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
right to narrow its mission to focus
more on protecting Jews? Yes. For a
long time, the ADI, had an education
program that was quite distinet from
its work combating antisemitism. Even
years ago when I was a young intern
at the ADL, it had a program called “A
World of Difference,” with 3 separate
staff, that conducted multcultural work
in law enforcement and schools and
the like. Those programs evolved over
time into something like the ADIs D]
branch. Some of their teacher trainings
used the language of white privilege and
were not ideologically neutral, A col-
league and T wrote an article in 7The Fipp-
ward in 2022 critiquing the ADI, when
it changed its definition of racism to
“racism equals prejudice plus power,” a
decidedly DEI-ish definition.

I think Jonathan Greenblatt has had
a sort of awakening after October 7. At
some point, it becomes untenable to
both argue against antisemitism and an-
ti-Zionism on the radical left and at the
same time have an education arm that
promotes a softer version of that same
ideology. The organization was at war
with itself, and the more mainstream
Jewish voice may be winning out.

Has the ADLs past work made a sig-
nificant difference on civil rights is-
sues? Yes. The ADI being part of the
civil rights coalition—at a time when
the Jewish people had a lot to gain from
living in a better society—was very ef-
fective. The ADI, wasn’t the only Jevw-
ish organization at the table, but it was
one of the primary voices. And it made
sense to do that work on behalf of the
Jewish people. 'm not suggesting that
the ADL end all of i work in civil
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October 7 drove home that there are

rights. It just thouldn’t do DEI educa-

tion programs

Did October [ signal the end of in-
terfaith coalition building? No, but it
changed its natjire. The Jewish commu-
nity’s intergroy p relations agenda was
based largely dn the idea that we had
to form relatio 1ships with progressives
against the thrept from the right. What
October 7 drovd home was that there are
Cossacks on both sides of the aisle.

I'm seeing a p aradigm shift, The peo-
ple who are capable of talking to each
other about polifics and contentious is-
sues, those are gur natural friends, And
people trying td shut down discourse,
or justify violende, or celebrate Hamas
or Tucker Carldon, those people are
not our friends. I schools, for example,
the average Chinese-American or Indi-
an-American parpnt is pot necessarily
concerned about gntisemitism byt might
be concerned abot the AP course or the
magnet school befng shut down, Those
are people that Jews should get to know
and work with | gainst the common
problem of ideo ogical extremism in
schools. Thats thd new shape of inter-
group relations, byt I think the Ameri-
can Jewish commu ity is having trouble
making the transitipn.

What pressured |the ADL to shift
focus? I know somje donors applied in-
ternal pressure. Even before October
7, there was a Fox News €xposé on the
ADLs education work. And T'm sure
they felt pressured by being put on a
blacklist by FBI Dirp-ctor Kash Patel af-
ter quotations from lurning Point USA
were featured in the ADI now-de-
funct online Glosspry of Extremism
and Hate. For an organization that hag

Cossacks on both sides of the aisle,
DAVID 1,. BERNSTEIN

historically dealt with Jaw enforcement,
how can it have the FB] refuse to work
with it> And the ADL also had to ask
itself if it was characterizing the various
perceived streams of thought on the
right fairly. There was a lot of discourse
about Turning Point within the Jewish
community after Charlie Kirk’s assassi-
nation, much of it distorted. And even
though his politics are not remotely
my politics, [ thought, I hope his ver-
sion of Christian nationalism wins out
over some of these other versions of
Christian nationalism that Ive seen in
the public square. The ADL could have
talked about that, rather than just see-
ing the group as a threa.

What does the future of the fight
against antisemitism look like? As we
all know, American Jews are just two per-
cent of the population, and antisemitism
may not be very relevant to the other 98
percent. It’s imperative that we develop
an American civic values approach to
fighting antisemitism. Oy security de-
pends upon values many of us have tak-
en for granted—freedom of expression,
equality of opportunity, e pluribus unum,,
These values are part of the American
creed, and most normie Americans, in-
cluding Jews, subscribe to them. We've
got to start forming coalitions around
those values and stop looking at either
the right or the left a5 a primary threat,
I'm for a democracy agenda, T just don’t
think that the mainstream Jewish com-
Munity up to now has embraced the
right one.

David L. Bernstein js the founder of the
North American Values Institute and author
of Woke Antisemitism: How a Progres-

sive Ideology Harms Jews,



